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Lhvsicol Groffiri is rhe broinchild of tqtroo qrtists Chris
IJxltton ond Ghris Jones. Born of frustrqtion qnd o
I need for chonge - ot q time when tottooing itself wos
storting to experience ils own growing poins - the shop
come qbouf os q reqciion to the circumstqnces in which
both orfists found themselves. Both wonted to creote
something rhey felt wos the future of tottooing: o more
open ond colloborotive spoce thot would encouroge
communictrfion qnd the shoring of ideqs.

A lot hos hoppened in the seven yeors since the shop opened, but Physicol

Groffiti's core volues ond ombitions hove remoined the some. So when the flot
obove their ground-floor premises come up for grobs, Chris H ond Chris J seized

the opportunity to creote o vibront, multi-level, open-plon workspoce to house the

ever-exponding lomily of tolented young Welsh oriists who've chosen to coll the

shop their home.

A visit to check out the new premises wos
long overdue, ond o chonce to sit down
with two old friends ond reflect on oll
thot they hove gone through to get io ihis
point wos something I wos reolly looking
forword to. I wos olso interested in
finding out how ihe ortists who work ot
Physicol Groffiti feel obout being port of
this iconic studio. lt's o ploce thqt hos

olwoys seemed to hqve something
speciol obout it.

So how did it oll begin? Chris J tells the
story: "Bock in 2005 I wos the kid doing
oll the new school stuff in Woles. Then

Chris Hotton popped his heod up, ond he'

wos reolly good ot it. He'd done o sdt of
flqsh thot wos awesome; ! iust thought,
'l've got to get io know ihis fuckerl'
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I reolised thot if I didn't leove the shop I

wos working in, I wos going to get left
behind." lt wos o similor story for Chris
He wos working port-time in o studio fhc
wosn't interested in the chonging foce o1

tottooing, ond this wos becoming
increosingly frustroting for him. ,,1 wos
sforting to get lottooed by more ond
more different people ond I wos toking
thot new knowledge bock to the shop, b
ihe owner showed no interest in it of oll.,

-@.

%€

o
o

C't
oo

Both ortists wonted more. They tolked
obout o fresh, open-plon, friendly
environment in which to work, getting
owoy from the intimidoting totfoo shops
they hod both experienced. And so
Physicol Groffiti wos born. At first, Chris
H worked fhere with Fil (who went on to
open Brood Street Tottoo in Both), but it
wosn't long before Chris J come on
boord. With both boys being regulors or
the convention circuit - winning owords
left, right ond centre (some things never
chongel) - ihe shop's reputotion ropidly
grew. Like oll new proiects, the ploce
took o little time to find its own rhythm,
but things soon settled into the noturol,
loid-bock poce of its fwo owners.

,
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Chris H ond Chris J ore very different personolities, but they hove olwoys
worked well os o teom. When one of them hos o dip in focus, the otheihos
o.lwoys been oble to lift his own work to compensote, which hos kept the
shop progressing. Both hove hod their ups ond downs, but they've come
through, rediscovering their possion for toitooing in the process. Perhops
most importontly, they've olwoys kept the Iines of communicoiion open
between them.

Chris J's reinvention from new school dropout to moster of the reolistic
portroit - seemingly overnight - hos certoinly iniecied mossive energy into
the shop ond hos been one of the cotolysts for the recent growth. I hod to
osk him, "Whot triggered such o dromotic chonge?" "l cleoned up my oct
for storters. I hod olwoys done block ond grey portroits, but I ended up
doing my first colour one completely by chonce. Some kid come in wonting
o_portroit of Christion Bole in Americon Psycho, ond he brought in o picture
of o reolly bodly done tottoo to show me the sort of thing he wonted. I

thought to myself, At the very leost, I con do o better iob thon thot'. So I

booked him in on o Sundoy when nobody else wos oround, ond I reolly
enioyed it. lt lust iook off from there. For me, toftooing hos got exciting
ogoin ond o bit scory. A portroit not only hos to look like the person; you
hove to give it life."

The shop's exponsion wos olso necessitoted by ihe growth of the Physicol
Groffiti fomily. Tolented younger ortists ore being drown to the studio.
One thing thot reolly come ocross when I tolked to them is ihot fhrs is the
ploce they wont to be, ond in some coses they've horboured thot desire for
quite o while. Govin Rose, for exomple, closed his own shop, Nocturnol
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Tottoo, io moYe to Physicol
Groffiti. He told me it wos olwoys
his moin gool to work here: "l
osked Chris for on opprenticeship
when he first opened the shop but
ot thot point he iust didn't hove
the time. Working here hos olwoys
been in the bock of my mind, so
when he offered me o permonent
position I felt like if I didn't iump
ship thot week I would olwoys
regret it - ond l've never looked
bock. Now, for me, it's the driving
force to better things." lt's o
similor story for Ash Dovies.
Physicol Groffiti hos olwoys been
o speciol shop for him. "l grew up
in Cordiff ond knew of Chris
Hofton's work before I even
storted to tottoo. l've olwoys hod
in mind thot when I did come to
work in the city, it would be here.
It's such o reloxed, nurturing
environment to be in. I never feel
pressured. I wont to heor whot the
other ortists think obout whot l'm
doing, ond vice verso, ond much
of thot informol colloborotive
ottitude is down io how open the
two Chrisses ore-"
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Thot loyolty qnd offection is o threod thot runs through the entire Physicol
Groffiti fomily ond binds them together, regordless of how long they've eoch
been ot the shop. Tosho Pollendine storted out on ihe desk, onswering phones
ond booking oppointments. After two yeors doing thot ond developing her own
drowing skills, Chris J offered her on opprenticeship. "Being Chris's opprentice
during the period thot he reolly storted to push himself octuolly pushed me. I

neverwonted people to think,'Why hos he given hero chonce?'ldid feel
some pressure, but l've olwoys felt privileged to be in this situotion. I love the
shop; it meons so much io me." The some sentiment is echoed by fellow
toftooists Som Fisher ond Dovid Swombo, ond piercer Don Wolters. Phroses like
"second home", "omozing ihing to be port of" ond "why would I wont to work
onywhere else?" seem io crop up ogoin ond ogoin.

Chris H ond Chris J cloim thot they hove never reolly plonned onything, other
thon ihe colour scheme ond the nome of the shop. Even the opportunity to
expond their premises seemed to iust foll into iheir lops. So, OK, the foct thot
they've now got spoce for more guests io come ond spend time with them might
be described os o "hoppy occident". But surely o greot feom of tolented ortists
like this doesn't iust come together by chonce? Chris H ond Chris J eventuolly
hove to odmit thot they've olwoys been quite fussy obout who comes to work ot
Physicol Groffiti; over the yeors, they've turned more thon o few owoy. Perhops
it's thot combinotion of potience ond hord work thot's been the key to their
success; they've never iried to force things, ond befween the two of fhem
they've never losl the originol spirit of whot ihey wonted Physicol Groffiti to be.

www. physico lgruff iri.co.uk
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